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TEMPERANCE – COMMONWEALTH GAMES, 1970

When Edinburgh City Council proposed, 18 months before the Commonwealth Games in the summer of 1970, and while the stadium at Meadowbank was still under construction, to amend their scheme in order to sell excisable liquor in the Sports Centre, the Chapel successfully objected to the Secretary of State. After five preliminary paragraphs, the objections went on: 

6. … Your Petitioners [the Chapel] respectfully submit that there is no justification for the Corporation proceeding with the proposal for the sale of excisable liquor, for the following reasons:

(a) The Corporation, acting as the Local Authority and as such the representative of the citizens of Edin​burgh and the guardians of their welfare, should not be a party to promote the sale of excisable liquor. Whatever others may do in a free enterprise society, it is not for an elected Local Authority to set an example by promoting such a scheme. The Corporation have a duty to exercise their authority in such a way as to promote the moral welfare of the citizens, particularly those who are impressionable and younger. The provision of alcohol at a sports centre would undermine rather than promote the character of the citizens. It is noteworthy that in the Edinburgh Evening News of 11th March, 1969, Edinburgh's Medical Officer of Health stated that the most serious problem after alcoholism in Edinburgh is addiction to barbiturate drugs. A sports centre of this nature will attract a 1arge number of young people, and it is the experience of the Petitioners that in dealing not only with the spiritual problems but also with the social ills of this age group, one of the main contribut​ing factors is the degradation of moral character through the abuse of strong drink. Many crimes are committed under its influence, and much anti-social behaviour stems from its influence. Your Petitioners find a very close connection between, for example, drink and sexual immoral​ity.
Many a man or woman under its influence has slipped into acts of immorality.
Because their customary alert​ness and self-control had been weakened by alcoholic liquor, they consented to acts which they would never have tolerated if sober. These vices are staunch allies, and to indulge in the one is often to surrender to the other. This applies also to many other forms of immorality, since drink fuddles the reason and weakens the will. For these reasons, both personal and social (and the two cannot be separated) the Petitioners believe that the Corporation would be wiser not to promote such a scheme. The proposal is in complete defiance of the Word of God, which clearly declares, “Woe to him that gives his brother strong drink”. Accepting the above arguments, to put alcoholic drink in the ways of those who are using stadium is not a responsible attitude for a Local Authority to adopt.

(b) The proposal to grant a licence in respect of the sports centre is a departure from the scheme which was placed before the citizens of Edinburgh, and which they are financially supporting and of which they are proud. The introduction of excisable liquor will damage the image of the project in the eyes of many of the citizens.

(c) There is ample evidence that alcohol is detri​mental to crowd behaviour and control and the provision of liquor within the centre would only encourage a deterioration of atmosphere, which would mar the enjoyment for many of the spectators of the facilities provided.

(d) The provision of alcohol at the new stadium is out of keeping with the athletic purposes for which the stadium is to be used. Alcohol is avoided by athletes in training. The association of alcohol with athletic activities is inconsistent and creates the wrong image and impression of the centre, and the highest standards it seeks to promote. The provision of excisable liquor would be offensive to many people who wish to see the centre dedicated to the highest ideals. It would be a retrograde step to introduce excisable liquor in the circumstances.

(e) There is provision near to the stadium for those who wish alcoholic drink and the provision of alcoholic drink on the premises would merely add temptation to those who might otherwise abstain. Even if it is expedient that alcoholic refreshment be provided at the stadium during the actual period of the Commonwealth Games, which your Petitioners do not accept for the reasons stated above, it is clear for these reasons that it is not expedient for the Local Authority to be authorised to make permanent provision for the supply of alcoholic refreshment at the stadium.

7. The leadership exercised by a Local Authority is a strong one, and has previously been of a high standard in the City of Edinburgh, and your Petitioners would urge that the standard set by the Corporation to its citizens should not be departed from in respect of the granting of this Order in respect of the Meadowbank Sports Centre.

8. Your Petitioners further apprehend -that if the powers sought under Clauses 2 and 3 of the Order were conferred upon the Corporation, these provisions would be treated as a precedent and might lead to a general lowering of the standards set by the Local Authority. Your Petitioners would respectfully submit that no case of public or local advantage can be made out to justify the introduction of such -powers.

Accordingly your Petitioners object …

